
  

 

Newsletter #6 — 2017 

Alan’s Festive Message 2017 

Like many readers, the year 2017 has flown past for myself. Clearly 
there was another general election this year, which was 
unexpected, unnecessary and unwanted. I was honoured to be re-
elected and given the instability of the new Tory Government it 
remains to be seen if this parliamentary term will last the intended 
5 year period.  

It is clear that the UK Government still does not have a real plan for 
Brexit. However, after 18 months and caving in on every demand, 
they have finally agreed the preliminary terms. So, phase 2 of the 
talks now begin. The aim is to have deals concluded by October 
2018, in order to allow them to be ratified in time for the UK’s 
planned EU exit in March 2019, so in reality only 10 months to do 
the real hard negotiations. Government Ministers better make the 
best of the Christmas holidays as they will be busy thereafter!  

Sadly, too many people at this time of year are reliant on 
foodbanks. This is a combination of Tory welfare cuts, zero hours 
contracts, low wages and sometimes lack of full time jobs. We have 
to remember that when children are involved then daily life, 
including school work and learning is more difficult if you are 
hungry. I will certainly be making more donations to the foodbank 
collections and I would urge others to support these initiatives. It 
would be best if they were not required at all, but at the moment 
that is wishful thinking.  

My personal Christmas wish list is fairer transitional arrangements 
for women affected by the state pension age increases; EU 
negotiations that allow Scotland to stay in the single market and 
customs union, protecting jobs; the UK Government providing 
financial support for the Ayrshire Growth Deal; the UK Government 
loosening their purse strings to reverse the cuts to the Scottish 
budget and for the UK Government to confirm that powers that 
come from the EU will go directly to the Scottish Government as 
well as the equivalent budgets. I appreciate that I am somewhat 
optimistic with my list but even some movement would be good. 
The WASPI women deserve a decent Christmas present and I hope 
that the parliamentary arithmetic now means that something will 
happen.  

Here’s to a Merry Christmas 2017, a Happy New Year to all. 
Remember, for any last minute shopping … please try and use the 
wonderful friendly local shops.  

My Christmas Card 

Competition with Local 

Primary Schools 
Judging the entries for my annual Christmas 
card competition with local primary schools 
is always a very tough task. But this year, 
the children surpassed themselves with 
their artistic endeavours.  The runners-up 
were:  Brad Dalziel from Park School; 
Andrew Bowman from Newmilns Primary; 
Caiomhe Welsh from St. Sophia’s, and the 
overall winner was Lucy Daly from Fenwick 
Primary.  Thank you to all the children who 
submitted their designs – I really enjoyed 
looking at them all.  



  

Alan Brown MP Supporting Small Local Businesses 
Now entering its fifth year, Small Business Saturday is the UK's most successful small business campaign. It is a not-for-profit 
campaign, which highlights small business success and encourages everyone to support small businesses. This year the event 
took place on the 2nd December. 

Last year I highlighted many of the small businesses based in Titchfield Street in Kilmarnock.  So for this year’s event I decided 
to visit some of the independent shops and small businesses in Galston and Mauchline. 

I know how difficult it can be for independent shops and small businesses to compete in a market that is increasingly 
dominated by the big players and online shopping.  However, I also know that buying from a locally owned business means 
the money is much more likely to stay in our community and benefit our local economy.   

That is why I wanted to take the opportunity to encourage the public to shop local whenever they can and to try and help 
ensure our local businesses prosper.   

Being an MP often takes me out my comfort zone, but the 

manicure at The Beautique in Galston was a first for me!   

I am reliably informed that they specialise in unique nail 

designs and beauty, with top of the range sunbeds available. 

Lotus Crystals in Galston opened in 1999.   

One of the largest stockist in Scotland, they specialise in 
geological minerals, crystals, and jewellery.   

Mossgiel Farm Shop in Mauchline offering great local produce: milk, cheese, butter, ice-cream and eggs. While I am 

impressed that Bryce Cunningham and his “Mossgiel Girls" are bringing whole, natural Ayrshire foods back to the plates of 

our communities, I am not so sure about Bryce’s jokes on the side of the milk bottles though!! I think they might be better 

placed in Christmas crackers!  Joking aside I was really impressed and interested with Bryce’s whole farming ethos and his 

vision for food production in Ayrshire—looking forward to a return visit in the near future.  



  

I first met David At Brownings on the fitba bus I used to organise, his speciality chilli & cheese pies are the best I've ever 

tasted. David is an artisan baker using lots of local suppliers with the baking done fresh on the premises. The hand-made 

sausage rolls are a firm favourite. 

Friendly and knowledgeable staff at Afton Glen Meats in 

Galston. Traditional butchering by skilled butchers. Popular 

homemade pies, breakfast packs, macaroni cheese and 

lasagne to name a few! 

CC Hair in Galston, modern salon with wonderful and friendly 
staff who specialise in styling for weddings and special 
occasions.  

Look Again in Galston for quirky and exciting gifts for that special someone.  Always worth looking again with new stock 

arriving every week.  A real treasure trove of gifts just in time for Christmas. Friendly advice from Linda & staff with free gift 

wrapping service available.   



  
Kays Curling stones from Mauchline used in Olympic Winter Games since the sport gained medal status in 1998.  Kays 

Curling has the exclusive rights to harvest granite from Ailsa Craig.  The qualities that make Ailsa Craig Granite unique are 

some of the main reasons that Kays Curling’s curling stones are the preferred choice around the world 

Many Thanks gift shop in Mauchline with art gallery and coffee shop.  Welcoming and friendly place for all to visit and 

feel uplifted by the time you leave.  The stock includes over 200 unique Scottish makers, and if Kays Curling stones are too 

big for you, you can always get a miniature one at Many Thanks gift shop. 

Housed in the iconic Burns Memorial Tower in Mauchline, renowned Ayrshire 

artist Elaine Johnstone (Johnston Art) offers a wide selection of contemporary 

and original art.  Elaine is also available for commissions, and supports many 

other local artists & students.  

Wonderful traditional family run sit-in and 

take away Castle Café in Mauchline where 

you will be sure of a warm welcome. Great 

selection of home baking, paninis, filled 

rolls, and homemade ice cream made with 

the same recipe since 1909.  

Alan Brown MP Supporting Small Local Businesses 
… continued from previous page  

Thank you to all the business owners who took the time to meet with me and discuss areas where I could lend my support 
as their MP.  As a local resident I am fortunate enough to know all the shop owners in Galston on a personal 
basis.  However, as the local MP I want to give my backing and support to the great work that small businesses deliver 
throughout the constituency.   

Indeed it is small businesses like these that are the lifeblood helping deliver strength and vitality into all our towns and 
villages – please give them your support whenever possible throughout the year. 



Text Parliamentary Pub Chef of the Year Awards 2018 

The British Beer & Pub Association (BBPA) organise the 
Parliamentary Pub Chef of the Year award.  This prestigious award 
seeks nominations from Members of Parliament to recognise a pub 
chef in their constituency who are renowned for their great food.  

This year I nominated chef David Little from the Brass and Granite 
pub in Kilmarnock.  The Brass and Granite are truly a “Gastro Pub”, 
with a great atmosphere and excellent pub food.  Pub Chef David 
Little serves up home cooked fantastic food and he makes his own 
steak pie and burgers.  He grows some of their own produce and 
even makes his own marmalade!   They have a great local reputation 
and excel in pub fayre.  A huge congratulations! and well done to 
David for being awarded the highest score in Scotland and being 
awarded the Scottish winner. 

“It was a real honour to be nominated by our local MP for this 
award.  I am very thankful for Alan for this, and also want to thank 
Pub Watch for all their encouragement and support. To find out I 
was the top nomination from Scotland was just fantastic”. 

David Little, Brass and Granite Pub 

I met with staff, volunteers and puppies from the charity Guide Dogs while 
down in London.  

The charity set up a makeshift grotto in Parliament to hand out messages of 
thanks to MPs that had supported the charity in 2017. The gift, a miniature 
stocking, was filled with Christmas messages (from people from Kilmarnock 
and Loudoun) highlighting Guide Dogs’ campaign for a national law on 
pavement parking.  

It was a pleasure to meet the guide dog pups in training and receive my thank-
you stocking from Guide Dogs. Pavement parking is a real problem. Not only 
does it pose a danger to people with sight loss, it is a potentially dangerous 
obstacle for wheelchair and mobility scooter users as well as people with 
pushchairs.   

Previously, in association with Guide Dogs for the Blind I was given a walk 
through the town centre wearing sight limiting goggles, a cane, and a guide 
dog to help me navigate the short distance from my office to the bus station.  
This daunting task of taking a bus while blindfolded confirmed for me that we 
need to do more to help improve the accessibility and lives of people who are 
deaf or blind who make these journeys on a daily basis.   

 
Visit from Guide Dogs’ Santa Paws  

Alan with puppy walker Lynn and five 
month old guide dog puppy Barnaby  

Newmilns Primary School and Early Childhood 

Centre Christmas Fayre  
 

Delighted to attend my old Primary School’s Christmas Fayre.  Well done to the 
Parent Council and staff for all their fundraising efforts—another great event.  

Picture left: Alan with Laura Reid from the Parent Council and  

Head Teacher Jillian McCracken 



On the 15th of December I had the great honour to be 
asked to officially open the new extension at Fenwick 
Primary School.   

Fenwick was one of the areas that I represented as a 
local councillor, and the initial funding for the 
extension was allocated during my time as 
Spokesperson for Strategic Planning and Resources 
within the council.  It was therefore very pleasing for 
me to be asked back to do the unveiling of the plaque 
for the new extension. 

I had also previously visited the school during 
November to meet with P6 pupils who were learning 
about Parliament and wanted to interview me about 
my role as an MP.  These pupils were so excited and 
proud of their school that they gave me a guided tour 
and sneak preview of the extension. So it was really 
wonderful to be back so soon for the official opening.   

During the opening ceremony the pupils entertained 
us with two songs written and performed by pupils: 

 Can’t Stop Dancin’ (P5) written by pupils with help from 
musician, Alan Penman 

 The Brave 16 (P7) written by pupils with help from 
musician, Ewan McVicar 

 

I had one other official duty to complete while visiting the 
school—announcing the winner of my annual Christmas Card 
design completion.  Congratulations to Lucy Daly! 

Official Opening of Fenwick Primary School Extension 

Congratulations! to Lucy Daly for her  

winning Christmas Card design 



I was delighted to be able to make an impromptu visit to Sorn Primary School following an invitation from P6/P7.  The pupils 

wanted to show me the book they had created with guidance from local artist Elaine Johnston (www.johnstonartist.co.uk).  The 

book is about two children and their adventures in Sorn and includes recipes using lots of local produce.  I was very impressed 

with the pupils presentation and am looking for forward to trying out the recipes.   

Profits from the sale of the book are going to be split between the SSPCA, Cancer Research and the school.  So if you are 

looking for an idea for a unique present, then I would recommend contacting the school to buy a copy. 

I recently visited James Hamilton Modern Studies 
Class for this year’s UK Parliament Week.   

Activities are designed to raise awareness of 
Parliament and encourage people to explore what 
democracy means to them. 

During their studies, the students have been focusing 
on democracy in the UK, the workings of the UK 
Parliament and the role of MPs.  

Some of the students had visited the UK Parliament in 
June of this year so have had first-hand experience of 
the Parliament itself.  So I was delighted to be asked 
along to the school to meet the pupils and explain 
more about my role as an MP.   

I am very grateful to the students for their kind 
invitation, enthusiasm and hospitality.  

 

If any local group or community organisation is interested in a future visit then please contact my constituency office 01563 
501412 to make arrangements, or visit the website www.ukparliamentweek.org for further resources.   

UK Parliament Week with James Hamilton Modern Studies Class 

Young Entrepreneurs at Sorn Primary School 

http://www.ukparliamentweek.org


If you were in the Howard Park on 10th December you might have 

noticed a gathering of individuals dressed with reindeer antlers! This 

was for this year’s Reindeer Dash in aid of Ayrshire Cancer Support.   

Ayrshire Cancer Support provides practical and emotional support to 

people affected by cancer, either through a personal diagnosis or that 

of a loved one.  Services provided, include hospital transport for 

people receiving treatment, counselling and alternative therapies.  So 

I was more than eager to lend my support once again to such a 

worthwhile local charity—I even tried to encourage my dog Coby to 

take part, however when it came to the actual race he was more 

interested in the smells and sights in the park! 

Reindeer Dash on behalf of Ayrshire Cancer Support 

 

Get in Touch 
Depending on your query another office may be best placed to help however I will help if I can or signpost 
you to the office that will get the best result for you.   

Local Issues: East Ayrshire Council 

Devolved Issues: Holyrood, Willie Coffey MSP 

Reserved Issues: Westminster, Alan Brown MP 

 

Constituency Office 
31A Titchfield Street 
Kilmarnock, KA1 1QW 
Phone: (01563) 501412 

Urgent Enquiries 

If you have an issue you want to raise and cannot attend a surgery, or if you need immediate 
help please get in touch with me or my office by email at alan.brown.mp@parliament.uk 
 

Email: alan.brown.mp@parliament.uk 
Webpage: www.alanbrownmp.scot 
Facebook  
Twitter 

https://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/CouncilAndGovernment/Contact-us/Contactusform.aspx
mailto:Willie.Coffey.msp@parliament.scot
mailto:alan.brown.mp@parliament.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Alan+Brown+MP/@55.606314,-4.4974753,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x488832937e6a80a7:0x7ed9e7fb896684d0!8m2!3d55.6063472!4d-4.4973498
mailto:alan.brown.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.alanbrownmp.scot/
https://www.facebook.com/AlanBrownSNP/
https://twitter.com/AlanBrownSNP

